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‘ Moorhead Fire Department

1120 - 1st AVENUE NORTH
MOORHEAD, MINNESOTA 56560
PHONE 236-6542

w
GARFIELD F, ANDERSON
Fire Chlaf
MORRAIS KELSVEN January 30, 1375
Ass't. Fira Chlef
LT, MARLAN ANDERSON
Flre Prevention Bureau
-
Ty The Honorable Mayor and
Members of The City Council
Moorhead, Mimmesota
- Dear Councll Members:
1974 was a year of great change. The era of Chief N, B. Remley and Chief
F. I. Remley came to an end after 59 years of contimuous service as Chief
Officers of the Moorhead Fire Department. The officers and men of the
department will strive to carry on the traditions of the past by giving
- the citizens of Moorhead the best possible fire protecticn,

The fire loss for 1974 dropped by 54% under 1973, to $124,596., The number
of fire runs was one less (286), than the previous year. (see the attached

forms)

" Our largest single losa for 1974, occured on October 14, athe the Eastgate

Manor Apartments, a 124 plex. The loss was $25,000., Three perscns were re-
ecusd from a third floor apartment by using ladders. I might say here that
T am concerned about the 61% increase in apartment house fires over the past
year. We have now started company inspections at least three times a Yyeal.
The second largest loss was at the Country EKitchen on June 13, 1974, and the
losa was $19,000.

-
Some of the high-lites of the past year are as follows:
1. Lieut.Orval Jahr retired. Dean Nelson was 'promoted to Lieut.
- 2, Company inspections were started.
%, Michael Sigdestad was appointed to the Fire Department.
4. On Mapch 14, 1974, the Fire Department tock over the Fire Prevention
PBureau program. Marlan Anderson was promoted to Liet. in charge of
- inspections. (see attached report)
5. Ten emergency call boxes were inatalled in the downtown area.
6. A retirement party was held for F. I. Remley. A council resolution
named the Northside Station the "Remley Station®.
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7. Assistant Fire Chief Garfield Anderson was appointed Fire Chief.
Morris Kelsven was appointed the Assistant Fire Chief. Lloyd
Emerson was promoted to Liet.

8. Roy Simmons was appointed to the Fire Department.

9, Telephone pagers werse installed for call backs.

10. In August tests were given for new firefighters. ‘Ten men qualified.

11. Weekly meetings were set up between the Fire Prevention Bureau and
the Codes Office %o talk over inter-related building plans and problems.

12. All fire hydrants were flow tested. Problems with the Public Service
Department were worked out.

13, In October a new 858 Sutphen Aerial Tower was ordered with the delivery
date in early 1977.

1}. Because of the Federal Fair Labor Standard Act, the work hour week was:
reduced to 56 hours, effective Jamuary 1, 1975.

15. Effective Jamary 1, 1975, rural fire protection to five Townships will
be discontimied due to t lack of contracts.

Training report and schools attended in 1974

1. Three men, Don Johnson, Gary Sehulz, and Dalan Rasmussen will complete
the Emergency Medical Technician course this February, after 100 hours.
They will Join ILieut. Lloyd Emerson, Dave Pederson, Ordell Lienes and
Marty Soeth as Nationally Registered EMT's on our department.

2. Schoola attended:

a.
b.
c.

Threa men to the Fire Department Instructors Conference
Thres men to the Minnesota State Fire School.

Chief Anderson, Instructor at the Minnesota State Seotional
School, in Firefighting Tactics.
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d. One man to the Minnesota Protection Council.
e. aixteen men attended four quarterly meetings and
school of the Northwest Regional Firemens Association.
£. Chief Anderson attended the International Fire Chiefs Assoc.
g. Chief Anderson attended the Minnesota State Fire Chiefs
Conference.

3., FPirst Aid classes given to the Vocational School, Moorhead State
College, playgound supervisors, Boy Seouts, Homemakers Clubs, etc.

a. Dave pederson, 12 classes.
b. Marty Soeth, % classes.
¢. Lloyd Emerson, 3 classes.

4, Fire extinguisher classes given to colleges, achools, and hospitals.
&, Assistant Chief Kelsven, 10 c¢classes.
b. Liout. Marlan Anderscon, 22 classes.

5, We try to hold 2 hour training sessions each Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday at each station. The Fire Department subjects
covered were:

Forcible entry, ventilation, masks, ladder practice, hose layout,
First Aid, (all but the two newest hold advance First Aid cards)
hydraulics, fire stream practices, inspection precedures, ropea,
fire codea, firefighters safety, portable equipment, personal
equipment, salvage, L. P. gas, transportation disasters, arson
fire information and field investigation, dragging operations,
anhydrous amonia and chemical fires, fire estinguishers, rescue
practices, pumper drafting, and driving classes every Monday.

6. An sgreement was made with the Fargoe Fire Department in which we have
consolidated all training aids, {slide programs, overhead transpar-
encies, tapes, and films) in this way we don't have to suplicate and
can exchange balk and forth,

We have pre-planned the following buildings: all High Rise buildings, Standard
0il Terminal, Silverline, Eventide, Kassenborg Block, Assoclate Arts, all grain
elevators, Concordia College and the Holiday Mall.

This report also conveys Thank ¥You to the Mayor and the City Council, and a
special Thank You to the membera of the Public Savety Committee, for their

help a2nd direction they have given to me and the department, in the last seven
months.

Respectfully submitted,

Garfield F. Anderson, Fire Chief
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o L - Number of Alarms for Fires Within City Limits NUMBER OF ALARMS FOR |NUMBER| TOTAL DEATHS
IN BUILDINGS NON-FIRES IN CITY LIMITS] OF |NUMBER
NoN= MAN= | STOR- GRASS | ALL MISCHIEVQUS | FIRST-AID | ALARMS| oOF "
RESID- | RESID-|MERC- |UFACT-|AGE |FIRE LOSS | MTISC. | OR JOTHER AND ACCIDENTS- QUTSIDE |ALARMS =
MONTH - |ENTIAL | ENTIAL]ANTILE|ING BRUSH |[FIRES | MALICIOUSLY. | INVESTI- CITY m 5
FALSE | GATIONS H
ALARMS | EMERGENCY = 5
CALLS s
JANUARY 5 2 1 7,236. 5 5 L B 6 25
FEBRUARY & d d 300. 1 3 L 2 13
MARCH 8 2 L 1 28,695, 2 4 A 3 3 30
APRIL 5 3 2 1,520. | &4 2 L 1 21
MAY 5 2 > 1 5,650, | 2 6 1 2 | 25
JUNE o g 20,725, o 1 4 n 2 <0
JuLy 7 A 4 2,420, 5 g 6 3 1 28
AUGUST 71 2 5 1 200. 4 5 7 2 24
SEPTEMBER| 4 1 400, | 4 4 5 5 22
OCTOBER 5 5 4 1 2 28,150, |_ 3 2 5 2 > Eal
NOVEMBER © 1 1 G,800. 2 4 o 2 18
DECEMBER 9 4 2 11,500. 1 > 5 1 25
TOTAL
FOR 69 23 50 I 4 124,59. | 29 12 53 7 25 29 286 0
YEAR
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FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU STATISTICS

March 15, 197, = December 31, 197

Inspections 831
Company Inspections 246
TOTAL INSPECTIONS 1,077
Viclations 594
Corrections 231

FIFE SAFETY PRESENTATIONS

2 Senior Citlizens

4 Meorhead Tech, School

3 Moorhead State College

6 St. Ansgar Hospital

1 Americana Nursing Home

9 Elementary Schools

1 Clay County Safety Council
3 Child Day Care Seminar
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TDME DEVCTED TO THE TO THE FOLLOWING AREAS:

1o 88 hours in Fire Inspection Training at (1) State Fire School {2) Bloomingten Firs
Prevention Bureau (3) Fargo Fire Prevention Bureau (4} Semlnar in Detroit Lakes
on Building ard Fire Codes

2, Cocperative work with Health and Building Inspectors, and Sanitatien Dept,

3. Cooperative work with Police Trafic Control en Fire Lane Parking

4o Storage of flammable liquids in light and heavy Industrlial areas

5. ‘The program that was set up with apartment house ewners en installing fire
extinguishers in apartments or hallways is starting to show resultis

6, Operation Clean-~Up with Scout Troop
7. Working with the Deputy State Fire Marshall on arsen cases
8, Checked all known propane tanks {commercial) for proper installation

9. TFire runs made after working hours--Apprex, 80%

(/’) e -/Q:fv\ CC/} Ufé Lol

Lt, MARLAN ANDERSON
MOORHEAD FIRE FPREVENTION BUREAU
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Octobar 28, 1975

of ‘12 firefighters per

To the members of the Public Pafety Committee;

Tne City of Moorhead has long suffered fronm the lack of propex

manpower to operaté its existing equirment in accordence to the
National Board of Fire Underwriterd. ?heir recormendations of desirable
minimum mamming of Fire Companys ars; An exngine company, & minimun of

5 men, a ladder company 6 men. If we were to follow thess reconmendations
Foorhead should have 16 men on duty at 21l times, plus addional marpower

' sick lezve, and other absanis.

10% must be provided to cover vacations,

Under the recommendations of the Underwriters, Moorhead should have 59

men to operate their the equipment they row run. Even under the formila

1000 population, tbisquuli be 45 Len.

Ag Fire Chief, I feel that I must point out to the Committes, thas our

major problen-is the lack of manprower, I <7 10T Droposs to

c
way up to the Underwriter standa=ds, but in- the zear ifubture thalt we

havs 4 men on as engine Company and 2 men on 2 ladier combany
Ao
i

ren for our utility truck, for a tobal of 41 men on duty av cnz time.

g | r -~ : ¥ [ r - 3 £
Weaping in mind the financial problams we nhave at prasant inthe City,
2 Fy P ~ N T
352ible schedules that can b2 WORLe!
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sctive Jan. 1, 1975 the

Departrents.

vine ovartims heurs are nandatsd by federal lay whevsver hours on duty
auxcsad an average of 60 nours per wesk, or 240 hrs. in 28 days. Via
nov; averars £H5.5 hours psr wesk.
I have peoporsd 3 work schadules , Witk oro's and con's Iexr Four
considesation, the 653.5 Swo chilt uweek, the &0 ho. zyo shift waelk, o4
a0 brwmas oghifs BE nhr. sal ! /)
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